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for the fact that the expression is occasionally used
promiscuously with 'primordial image5. For the intro-
verted attitude the idea is the primum movens; ior the
extraverted, it is a product,
24. Identification: This term connotes a psychological
process in which the personality is either partially 01
totally dissimilated (w. Assimilation) from itself. Identifica-
tion is an estrangement of the subject from himself in
favour of an object in which the subject is, to a certain
extent, disguised. For example, identification with the
father practically signifies an adoption of the ways and
manners of the father, as though the son were the same
as the father and not a separate individual. Identification
is distinguished from imitation by the fact that identifica-
tion is an unconscious imitation, whereas imitation is a
conscious copying.
Imitation is an indispensable expedient for the de-
veloping personality of youth. It has a beneficial effect
so long as it does not merely serve as a means of accom-
modation, thus hindering the development of a suitable
individual method. Similarly, identification may be pro-
gressive in so far as the individual way is not yet available,
But, whenever a better individual possibility presents
itself, identification manifests its pathological character
by proving henceforth just as great a hindrance as before
it was unwittingly supporting and beneficial. For now it
has a dissociating influence, dividing the subject into two
mutually estranged personalities. Identification is not
always related to persons but also to things (for instance,
a spiritual movement, or a business, etc.) and to psycho-
logical functions. In fact, the latter case is particularly
important (cf. Chap. ii.). Identification, in such a case,
leads to the formation of a secondary character, whereby
the individual is so identified with his most developed